Canada to require six million boaters to have "proof of competency"

By IBI Magazine

The Honorable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, has sent out a press release "urging" Canadian boaters to obtain a "proof of competency" before the boating season starts. "Our government wants Canada's several million recreational boaters to enjoy increased safety on the water," said Minister Cannon. "We believe that requiring proof of competency will help reduce the number of incidents and deaths that occur on our waterways every year."

The statement was more than just a friendly public relations move. The Canadian government already requires any boater born after April 1, 1983 to have proof of competency — either in the forms of a Pleasure Craft Operator Card; proof that one passed a boating safety course in Canada before April 1, 1999; or a Completed Rental Boat Safety Checklist. But by September 15, 2009, approximately all six million boaters in Canada will be required by law to show proof of competency.

So far, according to Transport Canada spokesperson Maryse Durette, about 1.2 million Canadian boaters have some form of proof, but almost five million more will need to obtain the paperwork or face a $250 fine.

Durette said that the new law is the result of the Canada Shipping Act of

2001 which sought, among other things, to lessen boating fatalities on Canadian waters. "Every year, we have 6,000 incidents and 150 boating fatalities," said Durette. "But this number has been reduced since we instituted the proof of competency for those born after 1983."

Durette acknowledged that this was a major initiative for the Canadian government and its boating industry. She said her department will continue to make boaters aware of the upcoming deadline. "The Minister thought this would be a good time to send out a reminder because it's nearly the start of boating season," said Durette. "But we will follow up as time progresses."

